Working to keep the skies friendly

Clyde Pittman develops
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Iyde Pittman places his. hends on his
rips aned sarveys the bew control lower
af O'Hare Interpstionnl  Alrpost.  The
sqrrourdings ok Like cutting edge sur-
Pl Frven thar - hirkelge: of ihe Srship
Enierprise. There are. st pame] - moabiors Cis-
tnm-made comupsiters aned casionn-made printers
Pitman's leatenants scurry by woaring . sheek
headsets, witering commands o pllkits on S
incoming end oulgoing aircridt sf e Siepor
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This i aie irafflc control — st Contiary styla
ond it e the brainchild of Pitiman, o Wheeling
respdidat who, cHleagues sak is one of the miest
mnovalive mamagers n he Foderal Avistion
Adminisiration. For his cfforts v receqlly
pecelved piiise Foin Chichgn Maveor Richard M
Dindery e Ehie Whike Hiouse
Fitlran cohcetwed of the e Tor the cotnpaber
sysbean ab the pew controf fower &1 O Hare, oom-
o s dumied cxoqmpean e b den kg Special
and then warksd theotgth the holodays im lae 1996
o get the whaole thing upr sl runisiisg. This year
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v Eywiom, Anstomaied  Flight
Uerts Provessing 3ystem, contrmls the slotling of
the planes on the rovway -~ that 8 the erder in
whilich flights wre scheduibed io depant amd 1aod. Tt
wns desigridd 1o Pedisce the dfiounl of
ing that controliers have o odooand ullimsately to
hElog O Hare & step cliser 1o schleving a safie v
stielly paperiess, system
“There vere o comemeercially pvailable monk-
bore Tikie those -l we Saried the  project.”
Fithman says. “So we had o devslop a completsly
BEw EyEiem,”

innovations to keep ('Hare's control tower up to date
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‘There were no commercially available
monitors like these when we started the
project. So we had to develop a
completely pew system.'

Chyde Pitirman
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Every mornkng, Fitiman pets i work just afier
boem. and hunkers down in the socalbed “Wor
Hoam™ ot the FAA offloes in Rssmont. There, he
i other sondar FAA monagers from aroumd the
LS. — and from bheodguariers in  Washingoon,
DC, — disrues any probdioms (hat Bive oooartesd
overnight and how b quickly solve them

Theough this process, Pittman and others dis
cermed thaet B flight comtrod Sysdem at O Hame
wis dated. Productivity - and safety — boad b be
imprereed. amd & better way o masnage the banch
ing and banding of aircraft had e bo develeged,
PFittman sajd.

As rocently as ate 1798, mmoch of the air traffic
aperadion of ('Hare wes Bof oEmpuber
. Bure, there were radar and wisithar momior-
gystems But directing the planes on the mun
ways Wi sl besically a mamunl sk Trale
comnirnd aperslors 1y ped comimands omio pheces of
m;mnpd Eheeem o B Bl L e donwer

of departing Mights were sont i preoed
keeping in & contalnen which was shot through 4
retal ke, skmillar o (9 fubes vce commod 8
drive-throtgh belbers & banks o madl chutes in
Otder downibown buibdings

“Grravity . was e 'main - operating  foree.”
Pittman says. “Somedimed the records woukd got
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